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a Rafael Trujillo, the Dectaican dictator, was essacsinated at 


custem to visit one of his mistresses at his ranch at Can Cristebal 
about cuce a week. Cn most of his travels he rode in a Carysler 


with bullet-proof glass and with Security guards riding. in accompanying t 


Cristobal and substituted a highly stereotyped pattern of acticn: 
ef after his nightly walk, he dicissed his companions; changed into a 
khaki uniform; aad set out for San Cristorel in an unescorted 1957 : : 


oe Chevrolet, always driven by the sare chau?feur. 


On the night of the slaying, the Chevrolet was intercepted on 
: a four-lane highway on the outskirts of Ciudad Trujillo by efght 
i : armed assassins in three cars. Trujillo vas killed by eunfire, and 3 
4 his body was removed from the scene by the assassins. Trujillo's : : 
‘ : chauffeur was seriously wounded, was left behind by the assassins, 


4 and survived. All of the assassins escaped from the scene. (Cne was 


never caugnt and was eventually granted amnesty. Two were killed 


ey ° - » 


7 ‘while resisting arrest. Tre others ...were arrested, confessed,. 
and were later executed tefore coming to trial. About eight or nine 
otters, wad were in on or mew o2 the plot but did not percicimate 


in the actual assassination, were killed while in custcdy, walle 
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fnere were reports ia Ciuded Trujillo av che time tnet the 
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2 Scme vay involved with the vlotters. 


Eventually, after the surviving plotters were granted amnesty, 
many of the details care cut. Morman Call, a reporter with the 
San Juan Star, wrote an article thar appeared in Tne New Penublic 


issue of 13 April 1963. Excerpts Polloyw: 


The assassination of the Dominican Republic's Rafael L. 
Trujillo was carried out with assistance from the US Central 
Intelligence Agency. Arms for the May 30, 1961 slaying of the 
69-year-old dictator on a lonely stretch of highwaymear his 
capital were smuggied by tne CIA into the country at the 
request of the assassins. 


The CiA began shipping ar=zs to the Dominican PRerublic in 
late 1960, following a series of talks between US Consul Henry 
Dearborn, Chief Political Officer John Parfield of the US 
Consulate, and Luis Aciama Tio. Also involved in the plot was 
Antonio Imbert, who bad been Covernor of Porto Plata province. 


A3 Trujillo's political and financial problems deepened, 
talks continued between Tearbon, Parfield and leaders of the 
anti-Trujillo conspirecy. Toward the end of 1960, contact was 
established between Amiaaa and a CIA agent who... was 
named Plato Cox. 


o 

The key link between the assassins and the CIA in the arms 
shipments was’a long-time American civilian resident of Ciudad 
Trujillo, Lorenzo Berry, otherwise know as "Winpy," who operated 
@ supernarxet in a fashionable neighborhood where Trujillo also 
lived. "Wimpy" was put under brief arrest after the #illing but 
was Jater allowed to leave the country. - 

The weapons vere imported in small parts, to be assembled 
later by the plotters, anong the roucine grocery shitments ?or 


the supermarket arriving regularly in tne capital's port. The 
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gua. parts encvered. the Repuolic in sractalbly-carked Yood. cans, 


wnich were later turned over to txe conspirators. 


: Plans 2or the intended ausassinatioa were worked out curing 
the same-period-in.weich the abortive assault.on. Cuba was. being... . 


volte ene Phe CE ek ee eet ge 25 


prepared. Esvever, “hen the ClA-crganized April 17,. 1961, °° 2 


*. 


invasion at tze Bay of Pigs failed and world attention was” 
focused on Washington's ‘complicity in that operation, a post- 
ponement of tre atvempt on Trujillo's life was ordered because 
of the embarrassment enocner such failure might cause the 
United States. .But the order to hole up came too late. The 
needed weapcas were already in the naads-of the conspirators, ‘et 
who refused eppeals by Déarborn an Barrield to delay the 
assassination. They insisted on moving at the first opportimity. 
Tnis came on May 30,-when Trujillo and his chauffeur drove out 
» nto the country in an. usescorted. 1957 Chevrolet fora . : “ sie 
‘rendezvous at a San Cristotal estate, La Fundacion, with 7 : ; 
Trujillo's 20-year-old mistress, Mona Sanchez. re a ae 


te, Cig bE a It can be reported on excellent authority that close 
ae associates of the slein dictator knew of the US role within 
“ : a few days following the killing. 
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Dearborn, Barfieid-and Berry bad meanwhile been rushed , 
out of the Doninican Republic by-US offictals. ....- 
Since the ouster of the Trujillos, Berry ("simpy") has 
returned to operate his handsomely appointed supermarket, 
where he greets customers with calm and courtesy, as if 
frujillo: had:never- lived... ; 


oe We interviewed Richard Bissell (then DD/P), J. C. King (then | 


“Chief, WH Division), and J. D. Esterline (then Chief of Operations, 


_* ‘Wil Division). King recalls the Agency's role as being limited to 


monitoring internal plotting against the Trujillo regine "but. not 


pushing or instigating.” Esterline, lixe King, recalls that the i 
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_ “Agency was not directly involved in coup plotting. He described the,- 
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furnishizg of weapons es a synbdol--sszething that-~« 


tangible evidence of U.S. support. Bissell rerenoars the Agency 


Ssieies a5. B. being. somewhat. nore. posi. tive than that ees 


end Esterline. He viewed the Kveia role as ore of 


to an indigenous group whose intended actions were in the U.S. . 


terest. Ee Agee tee the affair es "a faizriy normal operation 


involving pee tines discusstoas, and i forzal approvals." We do not 


have firm information as to whether or not any of the weapons 
supplied by CIA were ‘actually used in the assassination of Trujillo. 


Both Esterline and King believe they vere not. Bissell, nowever, 
cacioadh a vague impression that oae of them was. 
The AERDEY: officers most imediately involved with pe. plotters 


are: nov. videly- scattered. “Lear Reed,-who was chief: of etatton-~ 


aes 


as 


until October 1960,. ts now retired. Robert Oven, vho was chief 
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LRa sees 
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of station at the time of the assassination, is. in Paris....Charles ... 
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bree 
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Cookson, the station's operations officer, is in Brazil. Tsabel 
, Cintron, the station! s Srnletre tive @ssistant who vas used as al 
; communications Link Mca in the passing of the arns, resigsea in 196% 


and is believed to be living in Puerto Rico. Fed Rolzan, the head- 


quarters branch chief, is in Guatemala City. We eiected not to call 


. back any of these people for interviews. While they might be able 
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e" ee aca Significantly . it 


“5 the eatin complete ee that dopeeve ‘da tre 


EMDZED opsiratiean 
“files. 
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3 aited ai. replacing the Trujillo regine were ; ne, 


assigned the cryptoaja EMDZ=ED. Gus Semsene of EQDSED was known as 


the cryptonyn for the operation to resove: ‘Trujillo by 


- The Dominican Republic assigned hin to its embassy in Ottawa in 


was a massively-detailed, 162-page report on 


- violent action. We have reviewed the voluminous EMDE=ED Piles. Most 


o? this account is Crawa from then. Many of the more significant 


documents were hot put iato the EMDEZD files ‘but were kept ina 


private file ‘by J.C. King. He nade that file availnble to us. 


We also have studied ‘anotuer ‘particularly useful document. The . 


Dominican Military Intelligence Service (sm) officer put in charge 
dnovestigation of the 


of the/Trujillo assassination 


waS a navy lieutenant naned ‘Ortiz: - 


‘November 1961 vhen the Trujillo family's attempt to regain power | 
failed. ° 


The New York Pield office, of the Fal held aac 


interviews with hin from 6 April through 10 May 1962, The result 


the plot and cn ‘the 


assassination as reconstructed by the SIM. trea its interrogations 


of the’ Persons it apprebended. 
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U.S. policy with respect to the overthrow of Trujillo. We also can 


aa 


Sa geareaie from the files the rature and the extent of U.S. support 


ef che piaeieee including the passing to trem of yeapons out of the 
U.S. Consulate in Ciudad Trujilic. What we cacy nee. discover from the 
files, despite quite massive dsueceutation is how the coup group 
was \ petaaene Tre best single account ve find, and it is not wholly 


accurate, is in a book by Robert Crassweller.* The main flaw in 


the story is its failure to identify the individuals with whom the 


U.S. ‘Goverment was actually working. Excerpts follow: 


qhe plot was organized on the basis of two groups of 
conspirators linked together by a liaison that later proved 
too fragile to bear the stresses laid upon it. Each group 
had its purpose and its separate eke? 


The function of the Action Group was to eadanginnts 
Trujillo and immediately present proof of its succes, in 
the form of Trujillo's corpse, to the second group, 
Political Group. The latter would then launch a coup, ; 
taking over the machinery of the goverzment and the Arsed - 
Force? 


ee ‘ri Action aes consisted of eight men. Tt appears to 
“have been organized originally ty Generel Antonio Inbert 
Barreras and Salvador Estrella. ..:.. . They were joined 
by Lieut. Amado Garcia Guerrero, a nenber or the military 
corps attached to Trujillo in tre National Palace; Antonio 
de la Maza, the brother of Octavio ce la Maza, vho had teen 
let by the govermzent because of his invol venent in the 


* Rotert D. Cimssuciier, Tresiti : The Lite end Tites ofa 
‘Caribbean Dictator (New Yor«: Siacneicaar Co., 1905) 
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Galiniez case; Ruastar MeSeda; Roberto “Pa 
Livio Cedenos. The eigazva nenber, ‘Vanuel 
Moca on. tne niga oP we ZOth ane saw non 


“ne Political Growp had a. ieee Gistinct membership. :t 
“Saclvesad Luis Aniaza Tis, Modesto Diaz, Ceceral Juan Tezes 
Diaz, and several others. At the very top it had the support 

£ Geseral Roman Fernander, Secretary of State for the Arzed 
Forces, and his brother Bloin. . ...: 


: Tne over-all autnorit ty appears to: have centered principally - : : ; ae - ' f fi 
in General Diaz, ‘probably the only one weo had sufficleat 3 : moss i ; 
prestige to command authority. . . . «+ - i 


4, . ‘fhe Action Group would remain in caily readiness. When 
{nforration in the Palace indicated that Trujillo was going 
to cxive ty Estancia Fundacion .. . Garcia Guerrero in the 
Palace would inform the others by persosal HeESSAZe. e+ 6 oo 


The expected message frou Garcia Guerrero in the Palace 
came to the patient plotters at seven o'cloc« on the evening 
of May 30. They were not fully prerared and coordinated at 
this momeat, but the emotional and impetuous de la Maza & 
threatened. to act by himself if the others lagged... Ia.any. ‘ 
event, the plan went into execution. . ... . Each of then 
had his revolver or pistol, and de la Maza also had his own 
saved-off shotgun and two M-1 semiautcratic rifles. ..... 


The conspiracy began to come apart within an hour. Never 
very professionally contrived, the plot was hastened aprecnad es 
to its culmination by the impatience of de la Maza, and it ; BE ik ya ae 
now afflicted with vad luck and ineptitude. Inuediately after , BRS 
_ the assassination, tie men Of the Action Group were unable to 
reach General Roman. .... . an cptiee tlt Ge, 2A 


The Political Group of the conspiracy rever took up its 
', plammed role. The Acticn Group scattered, leaving a trailas. _ ae 
wide as a boulevard. Trujillo's body was left in the trunk of .. footage 
de la Maza's car, parsed in the garege of Ceneral Tcxas Diaz, | ‘ 
where the police found it in a few hours. The conspirators. — . hoa 
were all hunted down very quickly, except for Aniana end ; : 
- Imbert, who managed to conceal themselves for moaths until ~ 

the canzer had passed. ; : 
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Tne Fal report of S aaeeaeds of Or iey the , SEA investigator, 


..@ives.an excellent account of way the plot’ fell upart t after the 


GD ERNE” 


“assa ssiration toox place. One ‘of the aseassins, peaks Livio Cedeno, 


Eze 


was: cerlously wounded Groene 14 fire frem his own cogpanions). 


-All of the assassins assembled at General Diaz' house after the © oo 


killing. One of then called a friend, Dr. Pozert Reid Cabral, to 


treat Livio. Dr. Reid found him so badly injured trat surgery would 


e ae: be required. Reid ard two of the assassins took Livio to c hospital. F 
&.-.. ... While in delirium he mmbled the names "de la Maza" end "Juan gps 


Tomas." = moles immediately pickea up two brothers of Antonio 


ae de la Maza. Neither was personally involved in the plot, but both va 


The zene were caught oun interrogated follovingtorture. All 


e knew the details and the names of most of the assassins. Ceneral 

a 

a : s 

a Diaz, Antonio de la Maza, and Lieut. Garcia Guerrero vere killed . fe 

i Sy resisting arrest. Aniama and Inbert went into hiding and survived. : 
% af 


confessed. 


: The confessions lea to y Sdentd fication * oF persons who were in 


# . or on the fringes of the Political Group: General Roman and his oe 

4 . : - al a 
oe brother, Aniama Tio, General: Garcia Urvaez, General Guarionex ae 
a Estrella, Tomas Baez Diaz, Modesto Diaz, ani Miguel Anzel Baez Diaz oe 
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Tareaes Berry (wimpy) between 


the plotters and the U.S. Consulate. However, the SIM did not 
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were fairly widely imow: to rersoas not actuall: rembers 


appears to have deen extelians compartmentation between the Political 
and the Action Grouns--perhaps too much compar‘mentation. .The 


assassination itsel? wz- 
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General Diaz was in over- 
all charge of the Operation, but de la Maza was the one who dia all 
of the work. Ee took three cars to a local garage and had the 
engines rebuill so that the cars could reack sveeds of 120 mph. 

He had possession of the weepoas from the U.S. Consulate, plus 
Several of his om. Fe and the other Farticipants took the cers 

to the site selected for the xilling and conducted dry mms each 
night. Everything wes ready and the assassins were lying in wait 
for Trujillo on the nisnt of 23 May. At the last minute ke decided 
2 Cristotal tecause ne wasn't feeling too xell. ‘The 


assassins conticued their czy runs each evening. After the assassina- 


tion was carried out, essentially as it had been planned, the coup 


. 


that was to follov failed--in pert because of bad luck, in part because 


Of poor plarnizg, and in vart because of too much compartmentation. 
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fob Se utmainte, 


General Rozaa, «ho was. to sane Over the goverment after eee hens 


_, death, WAS NOt. told toast the Sesassian tion was to de attexpted on’ 


May.30th. After the slay ing, General Diaz tried “to ‘tele shone 
General Roman but could not reach hip. Diaz then took the car 
with cedsetes S body still in its trenk cand drove to Ranan's house. 
He saw'so many soldiers in <be vicinity that he gave up and returned 
hone, leaving the car in the driveway with the body still in the 
trunk, where it was later found by the police. 

What had happened was this: Former general and former head 
of the SIM, Arturo Espaillat, eer to chance upon the scene 
while the assassination was taking place. He vas out for a drive 
with his wife dnd vas Passed by a car that he recognized as Trujillo's. 
Ee stopped at a drive-in restaurant and almost irmediately heard 
shooting ahead, vhich ‘he suspected involved Trujillo. Ee @rove to 
the scene, saw what was happening, turned around, end naa back 
into town. He stopped at a eilitary installation and gave tie 


“Slam and then drove to the hone of General. Rouen to alert hia, 


\ He and Roman then returned to the scene of the assassination, 


arriving simultaneously with the Police. The police found Trujillo's 
chauffeur, who was wounded but still alive. Roman and Espailtat 


then vent to the hospital to try to question the chau?feur. snus, 
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Trujitlo had been xilied and that it was tire for Ronan to cake his 


move to take ove> the government. Renan: Knew ee that there had been oar 


aaa ee a ee pie, eae 


a shooting involving Trujiile and that | — sto was missing.- Ee did 


He 


“not kno whether General Diaz! group was involved in it or ‘not 


was Sctuatane to move until ke was sure seat Trusillo was dead. 


BY 
the tire | Roman concluded that Truj illo must be dead, it was too late 


for hin to act; Hector Trujillo and Joazny Abbes had wares taken 


charge. - Roman did maxe’a couple of feeble tries at engineering a 


take over, but it fis appareat that he had 2 mo real advance plan nor 


Doutta ecuntel 
"RABY S 


--"". "any appreciable chances of succeeding. 


ia ‘The assassination itself and the plotting preceding it took 
ear emt” : : Pa 


“4 ; place ‘against a’ background: of international acvivity in. opposition 


to the edeoraas regime, with both the OAS and oe U.S.. taking clear- 
cut stands. "These are scme of the highlights: 

: a A briefing paper prepared in WH Division for the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in August 1960 states that a revolt was Planned 
+ pe for December 1S 999 in the Dominican Republic but was delayed - “a 
pending receipt of arms from Verezuela. The plot was discovered : 


and was rolled up in January. Venezuela brought charges in the 


OAs that the Peainican Republic was "in flagrant vi violation of 


iran right, freedom, and denocrecy” followirg the mass arrests 


in the Dominican Republic in January 1960. A comittes of the 
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/ OAs acetgned to investigate thé charges reported. on 8 June 1550-. 


that the Dominicana goverment was gullzy as- charged. - 


db. A near-miss assassination atitexpt against President 
i “Betancourt on 24 June 1950. killed ‘Sa0t in ais. entourage e acd 
‘Ges hin and several others. The VYerezuelan governnent 


ennounced after capture of most of the assassins that the 


ARES 


Dominican goverrment was responsible for the attempt on Betan- 
; § court's life and took its case to the OAS. On 20 August, the 
ae OAS voted sanctions against the Dominicen Republic. Under 


eet: 


. Secretary of State Dillon, testifying before the House Agricul sure 


4g Comittee ‘on 24 August in support of a request by President 
i bad Eisenhower for a cut in the Dominican Republic's sugar quota, 
& is reported as having said that it was hoped that econosic 
gt 
. : 5) ' Sanctions would result in the downfall of Trujillo's sister: 
o aged and its replacement by a moderate and free regime. ane 
a 4 ’ United States severed diplomatic relations with the Dominican 
a 
Ges 5 : 7 Republi ic on 26 August 1960, elthough consular relations vere 
au . ES 
a. _.° Continued, 
é. 
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es a.. Pye cher preluse. to a. chronclog teal rev aed of operation’: 


: at 


we think ‘Le ould vs useful ‘to acaneey the people 
involved, especially ‘since officers of the Department of State 
played a VEY. Prcninent role. 


Washington - Departrent. oc? State 
chen thnleneati t amah Roie ihe 


Roy R. Ribottom . Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-Azerican Affairs ._ by 


Fras Devine — Special Assistant to Rubottca 
* Joan C. Hill Special Assistant to Rubottom A he: 
: . 
Was - CIA 


Chief, Wi Division i ar . 


Chie?, Branch III, WH Divisioa 


"Ciudad Trujillo - Departzent of State 


Joseph S. Farland '. Ambassador until 28 Juze 1960. Itis | if se 
a a “pertinent to note thas King and Ester- 
line attribute U.S. asd CIA invoivemeat 


oe 


_ Sant a 
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with the plotters in the Doninican eH wie Oe 
Republic to Antascedor Farland. _ Tee 
descrite him a3 we forzer FBI eaployee 
Who considered hinself quite a clandestine. 
operator. Esterline, who later served 
under bim in Panama, called his "a wild 
man who buzzed the Agency to support a 
ae _ Dove to assassinate Trujillo.” He had 
direct dealings witha nupber of the key 
plotters. cet : 


E Henry Dearborn Counsellor of Smbassy until 25 August ° 
i ; 1960 and Consul Cereral thereafter. He 
: . used the code name DELTA in correspondence “ 
‘ i with the plotters. ; : 
tte tee ae Ye ees, ‘Second Secretary until 26 August 1960. 
E . 7 . : As and a consular officer thercafter. oe ee eo 
i Cn Ciudad Trujillo - CTA ee a ! 
z Lear Reed Chief of Station until October 1960 ; 
4 e a Sea ae eee ; i 
; 3 Fy ‘Robert Oven ‘os * " Chfef of Station fren 20 Januery until 
é 4& Jime 1961. Code name used with the 3 
s Plotters: GAIGO . - ‘ 
&B ‘ i 7 e 
é - i - + Charles Cookson . : “+ Operations Officer 
‘ Isabel Cintron - “Adsinistrative Assistant. - . 
é Key Dominican Plotters 
* rere 


Code names: SWORD and EL CHICO 


= ,: Code Names: Mr. X, ABC, and YAGUATE ey ee 


Code nare: SOCRATES 


Luis Amiama Tig 


Donald Reid Cabral 
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Two documents provide a useful point of depacure, from an 
a 


historical point of view, One is a seni-oflicial letter from 


Ambassador Farland in the Dominican Republic to Assistant 
Secretary of State Rubotton, The other document is an internal 
CIA staff paper vevealing the relatively passive role that had 


been played by CIA prior to 1960. 


C ' 16 November 1959 
. See ee 

g _ Ambassador Farland wrote an "Official-Informal" memorandum 
é 
& to Rubottom reporting that "the underground is more active today | 

: . ! 
: than ever in the history or the Trujillo regime." He described the 
“ . ; principal opposition &roup as being about 2,000 strong. He said: 

b . : . ". . . within this group there is growing militant anti- 

fa American feeling based on the premise that the United States : 
‘. should actively aid tha Dominican revoluticnary (sic) for the i 
2 . Overthrow of the Trujillo regine. Discussions I have heard on : ‘ 
Y. this subject show an appalling lack of uncerstanding of the j 

vee position of the United States and its adovied doctrine of non- t 

« ; intervention. .... . This group is in possession of i 

S Clandestine broadcasting equipment which will go into operation : 

i when the strike is made. CAS bas been inforzed and Joins with : 

# me in suggesting that you pass this information to J. c. King." . { : 
% ! i 
‘i | 
: 4 ; ~ 16 - i . 
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fa rence Pima we 
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15 Fetruary 1949 
Sa Aan tha ea let 
A CYA srar? Feper, addressed to Cater, Wi 
4 
° a plan for improvies intelli zonce coverage of 
in the event oP Trujillo's removal fron power. 
x Stated in the Fapéer were to ensure 


vi Division, 


the Dominican Republ 


The objectives 


the event 


Trujillo abdicated or was Geposed and to prevent a takeover by 


eiscusses 
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10 March 1960 
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j This is the date of the first draft that appears in Agency files 
: : : of @ plan to rersuade Trujillo to retire. the originator of the draft 
os ‘is not show, but it was to be forwarded to President Eisenhower 

a . from General Edwin Clark, a friend of the President from their years 


5 of military service, 


t with whon he had been on good terms 

i 

sat 

" persuade Trujillo to retire. It was to be poin 
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_ met with Trujillo on 27 March. 


nO c4@ who could succeed hin, and that ¢ rotect his 


to preserve his inag 


Q 
vs) 
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d 
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ehelacter, he should step down and 


allow asylum to be errangea for him. Eis feniiy would have the 


wealth already outside the Deminican Resublic, and@ the 
Lf ; = 5 


insize would be placed in trust, to t 


known personages for tne cenefiv of the Dotiniran people. 


This proposition received high-level attention in Washington, 


including that of President Eisenhower, Secretary of State Hert Yr, 
and Allen Dulles. In approving Clark's appreach to Trujillo, 


the President specified that Clark showld travel asa representative 


of the State Departzent, rather than as 2 personal emissary of the 


“President. General Clark traveled to the Dominican Republic and 


By the time of the meeting it 


appears that it had been decided that the pian would be presented 


88 merely that of private citizen Clark, end that was what was done. 


The station thought it likely that Trujillo recognized the official 


U.S. Goverment hand in the Proposal. O? course, nothing came o? the 


_ meeting. , . 


22 March 1960 
fe area 1900 


Ambassador Farlard, in a TOP SECRET memorandum to Rubottan, 


forwarded a plan of a Dominican group plotting Trujillo's overthroy 
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proposal for a course of poli 


or being backed by muscle, ‘The creration was to begin -ith the 


arrival of a "special U.S. confidential envoy"/would tell Trujillo 


x 
on 
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to leave the country. "He tells it plainly and decisively; ne will 
give hin 12 or 18 hours to do it." It would te made clear thar 
if Trujillo refused, a border inctéent would ve contrived, woica 
would be followed by "collective intervention." Assuming 
Trujillo's acceptance of the ultimatun, the plan then outlined steps 
for transition <o an operating representative government. The army 
Be wt would be reduced in size. A caretaker goverament would prepare ror : 
( ; 


et Tree elections. Ambassador Farland forwarded the plan with these 


comments of nis ow to Rubotten: 


” 


: - + + this segnent of the dissidents is psychologically 

“ conditioned to a point where it will tae any step excert the 
ultimate, and for the execution of the latter they extec 

United States assistance. . 


_: 


"Dick, I think the time has come Yor certain agencies of 
: our Government, without attribution, to establish and implement 
. j a definite constructive program to influence the course of events 
wee Le : in the Dominican Republic. My conversations with the Secretary 
‘ and Allen Dulles emphasized the problems and the possibilities 
of this type of approach. ....," 


30 March & 7 April 1960 


z The Special Group considered actions that might be taken fn the ‘ 
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evert of a flare-up in the Dominican Republic. On 20 Marcha, 


ciyilieas freo Guantanamo. There was also discussion of the 
ossinility c? sealing of? the land entrance to the Dominican Republic 
< v - 


from Faiti an& of the proslem of providing asylum for Trujilto. On 


“oO 
7 April, there was further talk of saaling off the country if Prujillo 


fell, and an appraisal was made of the chances o- his leavirg 


3 
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. it is evident that Trujillo will not consider 
making any arrangercen nts fer orderly succession to himself, but 
that he will either nang cn to the bitter end or flee the 


+. 


country on short notice, a la Batista.” 


9 April 1950 


State sent cable to Farland fron which 


the following is an extract: 


"Could you, 12 so instructed, make appropriate arrangements 
within rext few weeks with eppropriste civil and military 

At csicsae elecents to take over the GODR? You would be authorized 
to indicate to-them that es soon as they had seized power they 
should immediately request United States recognition, and ask for 
United States military assistance under Article Three of the Rio 
Treaty in the event of actual or threatened Castro-svensored 
invasfions or of threatened insurrection incited by pro-Castro 
or pro-Communist elements within or outside Cominican Republic . . 


"Weat, if any, aid would be essential to dissident elements 
wv 


prior to takeover .-. + + - 
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"Regurdless of . . . caathin 
‘indicaticas reflec: Domicican ais i 
poorly armed, loosely organized 4 ! 
. oe ; military dissidents, wiit Tind it aifs ffect a- ‘ 
( . - Over of GODR without existence one or mere oF combinstion op ‘ 
oe Following Ceveloments (“Sich we Stmmarize celow)- - 
: (1) Ciandestine arms Shipments, with Sabotage rmatertel.- 
H 
' } 
i (2) An invesfion to Serve aS a signal to the Ppulace,. 
t 
} 
(3) Inpleseatation of the dissidents! "Overa ticn Lancet.” : 
(4) Advance Psychoicgical conditioning by radio. 
(5) "Incapacitation or assassination of Trujillo." i 
rT 
- . . \ 
(6) A careful St2p-oy-step plan for the period preceding H 
tue coup and Por the period following it, 
Farland stated a nzaq for “minim= out key coozeration" fray Deminican 
- 1 
_ . . _ oe } 
militar, Qissidents. He addea- i 
: ee 
"One of the greazest contributions U.S. could maze to j 
Cissidests would be to les then know we ere prepared to assist j 
i 
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9 May 1965 
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A nexorandum written of a debriefing of Ambassador Farland reads, 
in part, as follows: 


"The dissidents need gms and ammmmition frem the United 
States. In particular toey need a smail mumber of high-powered : 
rifles with telescopic lenses. ‘The Ambassador said that he saw 
no problem in tke purchase and CGelivery clandestinely of the 
@rms to the dissidents. But he Said, of course, this raises 
the question of whether the U.S. Goverment wants to engage in A 
this activity. 


"Col. King said that this of cour 
said that CIA could Geliver the ams i 
to support. 
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(Cument: Fariand was in Washingtoa for consultaticcs. 


Althouga he is listed as having cerved as Awbassador untl) 23 
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lils successor, Vinton Chapin, was nominated 


13 June, but he never took the post.) 
3 June 1960 


Farland met with Nelson H. Smit » the Dominican desk offfcer 


in WH Division. They compared lists of dissidents to see if th 


names CIA had were those with whon Farland hed been Gealirng. Farland 


said, "Those are the boys all right.” Smith's memorandim of the 
meeting includes this carment: 


“Farland then told me that the underground cpposition are 
‘planning to assassinate Trujillo. Ee said that it is placced to 
use a powerful bemb which could be planted along the rouve of 
Trujillo's nightly walk and could be detonated by 9 remote- 
control firing device. Ee intimated that this plan is pretty 
well along and could be executed at any time.” 


Undated Working Paver (filed between papers dated 25 May and 13 June) 


The author is not identified nor is there Say indication thas 


the proposal was approved. Its objective was stated thus: "fo 
precipitate the downfall of the Trujillo regine by 1 August or as 
Soon as possible thereafter.” It provosed that the U.S, becese a 


prime motive force against the Trujille resime. "In the event Trujillo 
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Over”. actions desisred to effect hi 


ecadiine of 1 July was proposed for ccmpleting arrangements. 


2 
17 June 1950 
Beet cleaned tact 


Henry Dearborn, who was in charge in the Ambassador's absence, , > 


ueried State @sxing for cenZirmation on 


certain points for a meeting he was having with a dissident deadsr, 


He stated his understanding o? the U.S. position 


ri a. Tae U.S. is not prepared to take overt action agpinst : 
we eds the Trujillo government while it is in fel control. 


b. The U.S. is prepared to assist the orposition Clandestinely 
to develop effective forces to accanplish Trujillo's overtarcy. 


c. Assistance must continue to be channeled covertly : 
until such time as the dissidents establish a provisional 
goverment which controls a substantial section of the 
Deninican Republic. 


> 


20 June 1960 


Dearborn, pasked Rubottom and Farlard 
if he could make the same Statements concerning U.S. polic ina 
P 


meeting wit another dissident leader. Farland replied 
a in the affirmative. 
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26 dune 1959 
Dearborn cabled the-results of his first meeting ith 
He caid th: { ss Fels that the time to concentrate on, 
icr planaing purposes, was the period extending through the 
“incapacitatlod' of Trujillo; too much planning for what would 
follow risked exposure. Dearborn said that he egreed. ° 
Also on 28 Juze (although the first written record we find is 
& Summary memorandum prepared on 18 October), Rubottom told J.C. 
, King that the Government of the United States was orepared to 
oo participate in the overthrow of the Trujillo regime to the following 
( i 
' al extent: "to provide a srall number of sniper rifles or other devices 
° for the removal.of key Trujillo people from the scene. ....." , 
a Rubottom added that the U.S. Government was not prepared, at this 
time, to send arms, equipment, or paramilitary experts to assist the 
me undergound to accomplish a revolt. 
‘ , 29 June 1960 . 
; Dearborn cabled the results of his meeting with Ee 
7 said that had recommended a temporary standdow on "action 
2 toward incapacitation of Trujillo" while cetermining Venezuela's 
reaction to the Trujillo assassination plot against Betancourt. #4 
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Dearborm reported that the dissicdeats had a capaollity for picking ! 
in F 
up arms at sea and for caching/naarby caves. he also described an 7 
‘ airdrop site. ae a ok 
: t 
1 July 1950 : 
A memorandum addressed to the Acting DCT recommended approval ' 
for the delivering of weapons to the Dominican dissidents. i 
"It is proposed to procure and deliver to underground i 
ppoosition forces in the Dominican Repuslic 12 sterile U.S. ; 
“ rifles, Mod21 1903 (Springfield), with telescopic sights, together 
: wita five hundred rounds of emiunition for same. .. 2... ae 
ft is glanced to deliver these weapons by air through DPD 
facilities vrovided arrangements can te worked out with the ; 
é opposition for their reception. If they cannot be delivered by i 
a air, plans are currently being studied in the CA staff for | 
; delivery ty sea. ; 
"Approval for delivery of these erms bas been given by 
: Assistant Secretary of State Roy Rubottan, who requests that i 
2 the aras be placed in the bands of the opposition at the { 
earliest possible marent. : 
ie : f 
HO The memorandum was sigred by Rudy Gomez for Chief, WH Division; was i 
Bo concurred in by Richard Helms as Acting DD/P; and was approved by 
* C. P. Cabell on 2 July 1960 as Acting DCI. , ‘ 
v Dearborn was informed by cable of plans to airdrep twelve ' 
y 30.03 Springfields, with emmunition, and with sists "Fixed and 
a 
a sighted.” The cable asked for the coordinates of a suitable drop ; 


site and for a four-man reception tean with flashlights. The cable 
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added that, “if aiz> crop delivery nov possitle, 


cea if deemed more practicable. 
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_ nat plans and carabiliv are to oe 
esployed ly with action to incacacitate Trujillo 
and what Wey Of material support for implementation 


Or 
i particular importance is info re extent 
of military participation in preparations. In spite or {| 
aprarent iack of knowledge of opposition organization, most 
logical that he is actively collaborating with a group that 
must haye some plan and capadi 


Re 


lity for action which will assure 
ttable interim govermzent after removal c? Trujillo. ..... 
In your cpinion are / and/ menoers of same group 
or if not could the two groups te merged? . .. .. " 


8 September 1960 


The Special Group discussed a letter drafted by the Department 
of State for delivery to Trujillo (copy in CIA files dated 5 September) 
proposing that he step dow. The DCI (Mr. Dulles) doubted the wisdon 
of putting such a proposal in writing. He preferred a personal 


appreach. The Group concluded that a rersonal approach would be 


18 October 1940 


Chief, WH Divisioa, prepared a memorandim suzmarizing epprovals 
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obtatnel for actisa in supvort of the Bosinican intemal oppositioa. 
The text states that the summary was “provided in response to your 
verval request on 13 Octoter 1969 . .. " This ts the remorandim 


st ot mn > Ly 
to which reference is made earlier under the entry for 28 June 1960. 


29 Tecenber 1960 


The minutes of tae Special Group meeting of this date read, 
in part: 
; "Risseal gave the bread cu 24 two-pronged plan 
for proceeding with certain 2 vert activities «trected 
against the Trujillo regime. He enphasized that although 
support would be given to the Figueres group trere is no 
intention of establishirg a peranilitary force as such... .. 
He also exphasized thet the proposed actions would not of them- 
selves bring about the desired result in the near future, 
lacking some decisive stroke against Trujillo himseif. 
ye. 2. . It was noted thet or. Pawley feels thet 
overt intervention in the Dewinican Fepublic should be 
mounted sinultareously with the Cuban Operations. ..... 
it was egreed that the plan is worth beginning at this tine 
. no uatter what the eventual decision on overt intervention 
may be." 


(Comment: We find nothing in the files identifiable with 
such a "plan." We found no other reference to any specific 


plan of about this date.) 
12 January 1961 
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The following is an excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the 
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Special Grouz 
"Mr. Merchant explained the feeling of tre Deparmet of 
State that linitel supplies of small arms ard other materi: L 
shoule te made aveilacle for dissidents inside the Dominican 
Repuolic. Mr. Parrott said that we believe this can be ranaged 
securely by CIA, and that the plan would call for final trans. 
portatica into the group veing provided by the dissidents 
7 


themselves. The Group approved the project. 


19 January 1S451 
a7 vane tol 


"For Dearborn: FYI and use as you consider 
authority bes been given Hos for Celivery to internal fron: 
of limited supply of small arms and other material on condition 
that introduction of saterial into LomRep te ePrected by Dons. 
eo 2 + + « Above coordinated with State.” 


en 


adviseable 
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2h January 1951 


Memorandum for the record of a discussion of Project EMDEZD by ( 


; a 
members cf the CA Staff and of WH Division: } 


"It was confirmed (from Mr. Parrott by phone) that the 
Special Group now has approved that a ‘limited supply' of 
small arms and related equipment may be provided covertly to. 
the Dominican resistance elements with whom we have been 
dealing. Tnis was additional to the Special Group's approval 
On 29 December 1950 of. our Operational Proposal." 


(Comment: As noted in the entry for 29 December, we “now 
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Po, : "1. Realize details not now available tut Hqs would 
me pee we appreciate [eissigents' reaction to offer o? armed assistance 
7 to include- [dissiceats'/ current plan... 


‘ ao 
: 31 January 1941 
: "O?Pficial-Infomsl” letter fron Dearborn <o Devine in State 
Fi Departzent: 
"With regard to the delivery of exotic equipment, ny 
friends were o? course delighted that euch a decision had been ; 
mace. hope that it will not be necessary to play Goxn too : 
oY; Ppiay \ 
long the cuestion of actual delive since trey are e2ger i 
ng ry y & ; i 
and expectant and too great tardiness on our yart would only ! 
lead them to question our sincerity.” ; 
1 
‘3 
6 February 1961 
: t 
é 
: Cable from headquarters: { 
‘ 
Fe of : 


4 "2. Also request [Robert Owen's/ initial assessment _ 
: (Missidents'7 capability carry out plan of action once linited : : 
# armed assistance provided.” 
A ; 
= i 
10 February 1951 
Hie ‘i cs 4 
tS The station cabled its reply: ce, | , 
a0 a 
* . : ; 
, "Ho solid reecticn except joy as of 9 Feb. ; 
| : 
" ; "Initial assesment is ifs and r could not i i 
ss . Carry out plan. But with access | fhe now cA H : 
. . appreaching point when will better be able evaluate group — 
of potential for acticn. We some weeks away fron being able 
is : make solid preliminary assesszent. 
"Suggest KUBARK consider sending in each pouch one sxall 
‘ @ ae. dl 2 30 a 
rpaey Lute TY 
Gis son me i ted oiind - - 
a vw EE Oe ee rae soe em ae ada es aie oS ae are arn mee oe 
fy é : 
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come later," 
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1& February 1941 


" oo. . askea that 2 memorardim he Prepared for hizker 
authority on the Subject of what plans cun be made fora t 
Successor government to Trujillo." i 

t 
} 
(Comment: We did not find a copy of such a memcrendig ! 


Ned Holmen, the headquarters branch chief, met with 


rr: and Donald Reid Cabral in New Yor% 


City. Excerpts from nis 


{ 
ve memorandum record of the meeting follow: : 
% bebe tee oe played dowa scmewhat the necessity for 
B. 28 delivery of arms, elthough he did Say that it is desireable 
* and should be a part of 


ey wanted to, obtain small cuanitities 
J ? 3 
+. . Dut that any arms so obtained 


tse planning. Ee sai@ that members of 
th 


s d would Lave to be used very quickly before their loss is , ‘ 
ae . ' Giscovered. For this reason, he said it would te desireable to | 
Be ae ; have aras delivered by us that could be stormed for use eat any | 
i nmement desired. ; } 
af : 
a Said that the object of ebtaining this Kind of help 

i : éayway is the eliniration o7 Trujilic and instead Of using arms 

“4 Oc grenades he began to Speax of more exoti- =ateriels and rethods 

* . soe + @ poxerDil ceomb that could be Planted along the route of 

“ye Trujillo's evening walk and could be Cetonsied@ fr 


' 
Ww 
~ 
! 
setae eee eee 


Pay 


wiih 


“ 2 iatted EP ah St ns Ce a ME ES ey oe cat ede ae ST tae a ee cats Lake 
po ae eee Re 


5D totem rae tnt ARM EB 
» 


MS oe. 
+ neni ertee wena nnn er mrnnninaeee 


14-00000 


y 
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x 
5 
3 
b 
3 Ce 
t 
; - 
electronic device... (or)... the possib 
the dictator's food or of putting poiscn caps 
2 of certain medicines that the Gictvator is Imo 
f regularly. . 2... 0. 
4 
: "A less exotic and mom practical plan tz 
: was cae that they said had already been plane 
5 before. They said that when the dictator leaves 
. his hore there are three eutonesiles in his vr 
dictator himself in the first automocile end z i 
: the following two. The idea that tas been discussed intemally i 
is for several truces to block tae progress of these cars ata i 
: given intersection at which tinge young men who telong to the | 
- action groups woulda leap out of the trucks with ?ire areas ang : 
+ .6renades to finish off the dictator." 
% : 
: . ; 
: § March 1961 
ae 2eeren tol 
ai i 
a Headquarters pouched to tie station a copy of Holman's mesorendim i 
fy ¥ ’ 
e i 
TT ee or bis meeting, with On } March, the chief of station 
ty . : 
- cabled his assesment of the Plan to intercept Trujillo's entourage i 
. bad E 
: t 
we . : . 
4 and kill him with guns and Grenades: ; 
“ ‘ 
at é H 
fs idea . . . almost certain fail if applied. That : 
2 type atteck is precisely what bodyguards appear best qualified : 
H cope with. Their defense Fattern and displacement vehicles 
i : ; : zi 
i ; Plus police ctice Cetour traffic blocks away from entourage 
cl make idea fatally childish in Owen's view." : 
° F (Comment: The assassination vas actually carried out ‘ 
A through a variation of this Scheme. The assassins detected and : 
& took advantage of a stereotyped Pattern in Trujillo's roverents | 
i i 
a 3 : aoe i 
¢ in which he rode at night, unescorted, on little traveled highways.) : 
a | 
- t 
go . pee 
& ec mea o> ee rn 
BS cn § 3 5 i 
iF fe “4 } : ; 
a i i 
: i { 
i 
: ; iP 4 
4a i i 
a ; : ! \ 
5 7 i . | : 
& ; ‘s 
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a ' wre ne wae vaewe 
UU > 
Toe station cabled headquarters on & March: 
‘ “. . . if opportunity sussort pro-US group uot to be lost, i 
; believe .. . imperative meke sure arms with amso ready for | 
immediate entry DemRep .. . if necessary at air drop sites...” { ; 
i 
: 5 Merch 1951 | : 
; : | ; 
As & follow-up to that cable, the station cabled a communication i : 
| i 
no . 5 t 
Tron "We nave in our hands chance to speedup H i 
| 
3 events. Everything is being planned perfectly. Results may be { i 
: assured as much és human fallibility permits. ..... i 
| 
= rt 5 
: © ee } i 
_— 7 March 1901 Hl H 
te of | : 
yh Signs | 
: Headquarters cabled the field, in part: iis 
x 4 
* 
: "Existing authorizatica precludes introduction ams into | 
4 Dom Rep by U.S. personnel. Ordar prepere contingency plans : 
' for possible alternate delivery method, request station 


eo : : determine additional drop ees and confirm those mentioned 


« . « - « Request type and guantity arms desired. ....." 


8 March 1961 


os Cable from the station: 


MOM ED oS 


toid Deart 
group plan try kill me reepting his car] at point 
near /Wimpy's permenant aad rate not set and obviously depends 
on Trujille treval... not awar pee sold 
us but interesting that Charge’ Papal Ihmciatura also aware plot 
exists but possibly not of personnel involved.” 
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oN 
He .dquarters cabled tae station: . 

of "Hqs deeply interested plan... and request urgently: 
additicnal details in order oske oe L ssistance. 
Uncertainty of plans, timing and ccess precludes 
Has seexing commitzent for such stance as that 
requested... .,7 

13 March 1951 

Eeadgquarters cabled the station: 

nm 

£ 

Aa 

. ee eo 

Sy 

a 15 March 1961 

a See 

He .. Cable from the station: 

a \ ad 

5 “Lorenzo (Wimpy) Berry asxed fa consuiste employee/ for 

a small supply fregmentation grenades ‘Por use in next wee “x or so.' 

2 By note, the enie? of station checked sack vith Wimpy and 

‘ learned the dissident group must do Ean Prajilio/ this 

» month or crop it as number o? fringe persocs with loose mouths 

he are appereatly aware renewal plan... . . wimpy asxed for five 

= 4S mo (sic) rapid fire weapons or siviler, 2,500 rounds ammo for 
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5 Coa 4 
Sf ™ veld 4 
ar an 
Jt 4 
5 
face, . . . 50 fragsentuiion grenades, . . . ten Giom tank 
rocwets. ...." 
z 16 March 1951 t ae 
Headquarters cabled its reply: 
“Eqs exploring possiollities for ams delivery and will : 
advise ASAP. Meanvnile, request you clarify soonest: Is i 
Derry maxing request on own initiative or is he steaxing Tor i 
Ww ; j 
: { 
i i 
ad arate) ! , 
L7 March 1952 : 
: 
: - F j 
Caple trem the staticn: ' : 
on. 
ipod . : “For issue to several [of the dissident group/ Consul j i 
A Nee Generel Dearborn requests three 23 caliber Smith and Wesscn H } 
Special pistols or similar and three srall boxes cartridges. ] ios 
If sending emmo complicates problem, advise and we will try i 
- t 


get from Marines. 


~ t 
s : "Chief of Station reiterates suggestion. [to send in each { ' A 


pouch one small size high fire power weapoa/ as Deartora 


2 increasingly concerned lest momentim which group has now Por i ‘ 
[assassination] decline result lack tangible or too slow action ' 

5 ‘ on arms by toe U.S. Goverrment. Also security these people : 

. increasingly of direct interest US Government which each day ; 


; more involved in [the operation/. Loss of one of key people . 
; : thru capture could lead revelation details ODYCKE/SMLEED ' 
TT ‘ activity. Thus preferable we give them some chance defend 
thenselves against SIM." : : 


18 March 1951 
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He cabled the results: 


+ 


at 
se 7 
x i 
v 
at : 
if i 
<= - . t 
cay . M 
ss te - ‘ * 
: ST A a oe te ee eT ee en ee eee a ee . i 
+ 


roared 
- 


14-00000 


% 
ca 


inat 

tress in ae 

we s. Goes ner apart G . acces 

lightly guarded. Grou pee eine) has macula 2 in ‘bal ting fete) 
2 alert thes to visit. Ties 

will 59 to entrance, distract Paes with Hee text tease his 

Or them in silence, enter apartment and try co poco 

possibly including mistress, in sil 


To Co they reed five M-3 or comparable mechine guns and 
1500 rounds eso for personal defense ic event firefight. will 
use quiet weapons for tasic job... ... Pinal 
positicn was U.S. Government get items here soonest via pouch, 
or similar means. Evident he actually worried that Galivery by 
other means would couprecise entire project. Obvicus he can’ 
count on only cone group both receive arms ard do fassassination/. 


i 


expects and willing risk chaos for period 
of uite termined leagin after {essassication/ mainiy because for 

security reasons his group cannot oppreach military ana hope to 
get decisive agreement support before /essassination/. 


20 March 1951 


_Yef, Wi not prepared take this Step. If this unalterably so the 


Headquarters cabled the station: 


"Pegret no authorization exists to suspend pouch regulations 
against shimment of arms . .. Will deliver to the grsup's 
representatives outside the Dominican Republic if this feasible. 
Coordizated with State Department.” 


"22 Marca L¢61 
22 March 1961 


fhe station replied, in part: . 


" oo. . We realize permission does not now exist but 
at 


Chief of Station mmows that he at last two Posts received pistols 
via pouch for worthy Purposes, so it can te done. Judging fron 


wie rae 
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The above excerpt is the most significant 


but the excerpt does not fully reveal the contentious tone of the 
& J 


cable. On 25 March, Headquarters, in a cable released by the DD/P 


ie) 
wi 
y 
"y 
oO, 
fe) 
~ 
ie) 
ON 
a 
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(Bissell) undertoox to set Owen straight. The cable gives a fairly 


complete statement of U.S. policy and objectives and of Owen's 


“ot 
< ne replace the Trujillo regize; we wish to avoid precipitate action if 


° 


piaoning is not well organized, as appears to be the case; machine 
guns and armunition will te supplied to demonstrate good will to the 


. q 
_— responsisilities. It is summarized here. We Support a program to i 
. dissidents; the requested revolvers are being pouched. Headquarters 


Fae nonce peepee Meee eemeear ee ete 


is planning with State against the eventuality of sudden action by 


the dissidents that migot result in the forming of a new goverment 
é 


In event major points rezain unclear, State Depariment preparing 


a . orcers permit return for consultations.” 


J 
"If above clarifies .Hqs position, Cwen should proceed accordingly. 
(Comment: We do not know whether Oa replied to this cable 


ohare. 


or not. We do not find a reply in the files. Owen did EO to 


» 


headquarters for consultations about 5 April, but we cannot 


he - 31 - 


* Iv is apparent from the EMDEED overational files that no arms were 


cee een ne nes oe 


Bs Sa vat ey a ae + 


ree nt een ee ne ae 


i 
j 
ever air-dropped or delivered by sea. 
—F . 
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establish that the trip wes a direct result of this cable. Tae re 


ER IE RNA Eres NT NL OTRO RED 


is some evidence that suggests that the trip may. have beea in 


“x connec t£on with a request from the dissidents for submachine ... + 


guns. ) : 
26 verch 1961 . : ! | 
: ‘Cable. from the station: = . iF 
G s 
: = "For | request permission pass three semi- . ga 5 i 
i automatic M-l carbines 30 caliber and supply ammo which available = pe Se, 
5 consulate from departed naval personnel. Would need from Hqs ie ep 


nine 30 cartridge magazines for vespons. Kequest prompted b 
iy 


: ee note 25 March which says he eauul hold group 
:. ue Nogetner beyond April 15 withsut arms delivery. .....°" 
ze : (Comment: It may be helpful to interrupt tne chronology 
i : ; at this point. As we will later explain,..these carbines were / 
‘ : - actustay passed to the dissidents. They were in the hends of 
pt - . Antonio de 1a Maza, vho vorked out the details of the assassination 
i , ‘and was the lead figure in carrying it out. They almost certainly 
: J fi IG were taken to the scene of the slaying by the atedesins. We have 
; a ae 


“mo evidence that any of them vere actually fired during the shooting. °° 
The little evidence ve have suggests that they were not actually 


.» used. These three carbines are ‘the. weapons referred to by various 


sources as having teen passed to the plotters by CIA. We find no 


oe : evidence of any other weapons having been passed.) Ss iia i ee ae nc 


Sanpete Spann WYER Seon SERRONE SN Cale OI mG SE aR 


1400000 +e". 7 


27 March 1951. 


Eeadquarters cabled the station: 


“"FyT, ref hardvare: [che three pistols the station’ asked be™ 
.. pouched] makes fairly sizeable reckeze if limped single shimment.. 
Request soonest COS estimate of risk involved sending one paczage; 


or whether split shipment preferable.” 
(Comsent: We find no indication in the files that these 
‘ yevolvers were ever actually pouched. We suspect they were rot, 


because the request for them was overtaken by subsequent events.) ‘ 


29 March 1961 


Ecadquarters cabled the svation: 


" . « . Has inclined to favor passing ref 
carbines ana ammo. Are carbines carried on local installatioa 
inventory, thus requiring paper work which may dlow CIA's 
ultimate use?.. How does station propose to pass weapons in secure 
manner order avoid other ODACID installation employees becoming: 
witting they. being cade available to Dominicans? Require : 
Consul Cereral.Dearborn's..concurrencse... Advise... . 2. « «- 
Pouchirg . . . nine magazines... " ar 


31 March 1961 


‘The station replied: -- 


- -"No inventory problem. No parer work: to show CIA in act 
in. anyway.- Pian file of? serial;numters. Will handle packaging 
after hours. Only.ccnsulate person wko knows disposition is 


CIA officer cepending oa what 
steps seems best here. Dearbom con rcurred in request and in this 
message. We cannot emphasize enouga that we must make gesture of 


: ac Delivery to Wimpy Pe 


x gee 


Uses 


wr 


good will to now. These iters sre not what he 
asxed for but they are an invesmsens in operational continuity. 
Tae security iis«x in his navirg these itenas is no greater than 
his beyving mini tae items delivery which done OMe more EULA Ee 
Hise Goi d AR ier and less. cecure cache or dro2.” ; onset a 


See bob etree 


_ Headquarters cable to the station: 


"/Passing. the three carbices/ approved. Advise Hqs when 
. passing.of ‘this equipsent completed. : 


' (Comment: This cable was released by the DD/P (Bissell). ‘ 


SRSA Re Hee A Pe Re OR 


Cable from the station: . . 


ee '  * .. “ffhe pouch forwarding magazines for the three carbines] 
( Recs," contained 15-bullet magazines rather than 30-bullet magazines 

a@s requested. Pls expedite pouchins 9 latter type M-1l carbine 
magazines." 


9 April 1961, -_ ns & 


AN CORBY E CAO ROLY 


Cable from the station: ng 


bat chew "/Tne station's female adminis rative seitetane? esea: 
et vs “*" fthe three carbines] to /vimpy Berry/ April 7. Wo complicatioas.” 


(Comment:.-The files.do not contain an accoumt of how the 


BAERS CRIES BY sR U TRIS es A EE 


carbines were actually passed. As we will later’see, headquarters ==— 


Sp EAs 20S UT AOE Sy 


° . , subsequently -poucked submachine guns for passing to the dissidents... to Bg ee i 
Headquarters asked for the statioa’s plan for securely passing the ; 


submachine guns to the dissidents. The station replied: . "Propose ~ my suse! 


use essentially same technique es that for /the three carbines/. tae 2 ee 


SR Hef ea Secs 


ory 
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[ze station's female administrative assistant, 


April 1961 a 4 


ie aoe, Chief, WH Division, sutmitted to Chief, RI, a memorandus cemueetine sae 
walver of pouch eatetctted on pouching weapons. "The above recvest 
4s submitted for the following reason: Station Ciudad Trujillo kes 
“requested that Headquarters provide four M3 machine guns and 240 


. 


_ rounds of ammunition on a priority basis for issuance toa small action 


Group to be used for self protection.” 
-* (Comment: Tne entry for’18-March 1961 refers to a request 


for submachire guns, but there was no follow-up on it from the station. 


Tais pouch waiver request was submitted while the chief of station sas 
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13 April 1961 7 | re to 


" GEONTT_ cera pura. 9 <— 
erg eee EY os ; 
Va. .d WE Ie. ree | : 


at hestyarters for consultations, I: is Pprotedle that he zade the 


plea in person... As will be seen later, the subuachire guns (the so- 


culled "crease §:23" of World War II) were poucked but approval ‘was 


hever given the station to pass them to the plotters. ) 


Headquarters cabled the station: 


"Equimment for) | Feutemachtns guns] which subject aes it 
of Chief of Station conversations qs being pouched . 
April. Prior to passing equipment, advise Has what scheme of 
GéVivery proposed." . 


: (Comment: The delivery scheme is explained in camment on 
the 9 April entry.) a 


- 4 “a Mey 
7 ! . 
An extract. froma note sent to Consul General Dearbora fren: AE =e : ‘ 


.. °. .™Dhe three Leica cameras, model M-1 
_, With their accessories, should be in the ad fee ees a 
“or tw... 23. With the small emmmt of equipment which. they . Se 


the time factor, considerably extended accordin= y- With the * Se 
mest_of the equimment (four Leicas, model 4-3) the sutmachine | 
guns/ the possible places of action are multiplied and the lost 


Extract fros a note from SOCRATES 


¢ 
a ees Py Stra 
 SEGRET-EYE: 


14-0000 


RE Tt 


whe 


mR 


2a 


ae 


dR ae Mee 


ca 


53 
ar 


m 


a ge 


adie’ 


Fark 


got? 


ain 
Cc 
Lf 
( Ne 


PARR AA BEM ROE et end 5 
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eee tay me 

tle wd ea he 
Im, 3 7 . 
feoasul General Dearkern/: 


Oto 
a 


ne thivce Leica cameras and actessories are {- the hands . 
of the ones that will ict ney need more cameras 
in orler to dos ar ? We hope that the meno 
We seat two days ago misnt helo in Vasa. in this regard," 

and SCCRATSS to 


"The last word, up to the minute in the matter of cameras: 


CRISTOBAL says that with the 3 Leica 


cameras alread; dalive a itis 


wey COLL VSY oe LG 


ossible to do the bis lugragnic 
Job. He needs to have the rest o? the equimment (the k m3 . 
Leicas) before ne undertakes the god. The ones already delivered 
he sees then as good ccmplementary equirmment (defensive) but he 
needs the others for the aggrzessive part of the job. It is ny 
belier that the ores a ready delivered have served a psychological 
Purpose also: the men involved have always been in doubt the 
good faith of your people in Wash. ‘Their feeling was that in 
Several months ail they nave obtained were promises. Now they 
See that you actually mean scusiness. So, now, all they are doing 
is waiting for the heavy cameras.” 


& 
1 
- 


17 April 1961 


7 Headcuarters cabled the station: 


repeat not 
yo. ee. most important /the susmachine guns] not/be 
passed to without additional Hqs approval. Please 


advise vhen equipment received and proposed scheze and timing of 
deliver;." , 


a 


Tt + eA a a 
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20 April 1961 


Headquarters :cabled the station: 
"/Subaachine guns/ should se teld in svatioa custody till 
further notice and not repea: not be passéd to /dinpy Berrz/. 
This Hqs decision based on judgmeat that Pillicg vecum created 
by. [assassination] new bigser question than ever:view unsettled = ; 
conditions ;in Caricbeen area. 


D Y 


"Request station provide roll info socnesi: (a) Eave 
[the three carbires/ teen delivered to (b) - 
: Details on an alternate pian to deliver /sutrackine gms/ 
. " Which.would involve ground caching.” : 


FR 


; (Commer.t: It might be noted that this cable vas. sent 
just three days after the failure uf the Lidirg at the Ray of 


Pigs.) 


20. April 1961 


Note to DELTA /DeartozzJ fron YAGUATE and SOCRATES: 


"The. officers that vere to co the photographic job are not 
only disappointed but really angry at the refusal of the delivery 
of the other Leicas. They have decided to give up the plan and .- ; i 
disperse, because they cannot take any more risks for nothing.” ee , STOP NE Mag 


20 April 196. SS 
" Cable from the station: 


-’ + "fSubmachire guns] kere 19 April with no-entry problems ©. ..; 
''.+ whatsoever. Excellent basic wrapping means.station's plan can : 
be sinplified even mere. ‘Tre ecninistretive assistant, the’ 
: Operations officer, and the chief of station can share delivery 
"Tt. @irect to drop. Request Hqs advise when ve mey begin.” 


‘(Cczzent: ~The tresise nature ‘of this "exce lent baste 


wrapping" is not further clarified res Tile... Norman Gall, : 


rd . ' 


said shat the veagoas ve 2 chipped 
to Winpy eee fa iced cans. ‘Tats sorzida to US.as so a the cube 
ne guns were 1d coat 3 ng. If 60, 
we wonder how Gall Techied: of this. We can state with fair 
confidence that: these subcachire 228 were never passed out of 
the consulate. As late ae 7 very day of the assassination, Yob 
Owen gent a cable protesting tse policy that forbade his passing 
‘ie Tais sounds as if there mist have been a leak fron ie 
ponsuintecctves one of the: very few who knew of the. submachine ; 
_@uns. We cannot confirm that.the submachine guns were actually 
packaged in food containers for pouching. TSD has no record of 
. , ~ 
having done so. Jake Esterline tas a faint recollection. of food. 
containers, but not in connection wita pouching. ) 
21 April 1961 
Cable from headquarters to the station: 


* /Subrachine guns? should be held in station Sieeoaye we ae 
_ further notice and not repeat not te aaa > Litmpy bere] eels 


‘22 April 1961 


The station repli ed to to headmarterst Tuery of 20 April 


| Tegarding disposition ‘oP ‘the: three cardines: 


= . faizpy Berry] has given /tne three carbines] : 
. to internediary who holding until picks up. ... 


14-0008 + 


been 


(Comment: Tats “intermediary” appears to heave 


wae cigaificacce of this end tne security probles it 


'” posed will becose apnarent from ore of the later entries for 


3l vay.) 


25 Aortl 1961 


Cable from the station: 


"Foll from Dearborn: ‘I velleve political consequence o?-no 
@elivering /cumachine guos/ so sorius I plan go Vashingten within 


next few days for discussion with Departrent and CAS Eqsi" y 


ct 


eo 26 April 1951 


ee es 


Cable from, the station: 


"(Wimpy Berry] told Chief of Station . . . Antonio de la ; : 
>.’ +: Maza plans try assassinaticn between 29 April and 2 May. ~ 
possibly not yet aware plen. No sclid info ocke: 
members aseassization effcrt but. General. Juan.Tomas Diaz. protabs 
will aid. Will use the three carbines plus whatever else can’ 
get. De la Maza asks Berry add the sutcachine guns if possible — 

a 


92 @ @ @ @.- vt 


30 April 1961 


aera on 


“3 


if . Cable from the station: 
z é _ "Following from Dearbom: April 28 as enissary 
x and called on ze with fol] info: ... 


oP 


main mission Berry was plead with me release subrechine guns they 
believe in Dom Rep and under my control. Action group has 3 

carbines, 4 to 6 12-gidge shotguns with 120 rounds and some small 
@ras... . . . . Action entails roudside ambush near San Criszocal 


Ef 
4 


yet 


y 


Anes smears 


wa a seer eet eee te ral 5 ASAT &: 


and few eiaitional weapons could te inporcant. . ... . I replied 
I had ro suvmachine guns unger my control aaZ that any U.S. 
controlled itens which mignt ©2 in Dom Rap could only be released 
on specific euthorizatioa from ‘iashington. I pointed out ea 

: Bince the. three-:carcines were sade available Cuban incident had ; 
occurred and hoved zroup could uncerstand this is period of sy 
and assessment... . . « 


Cable frem the station: 


woe ew ee SURZESE pd review: decision not pass sucmachine 


pveetires 6 or the Trujillo peeing.” 


(oo. BMay ger... 


Draft cable prepared at headquarters: 


" .... . Since it appears that EXOT group has comuitted 
ae _ Atself to action with or without additional support, coupled with 
fact. that the carbines already made availadle to them for personal 
defense; station autaorized pass”suamacnine guns’ to: Berry for 
near .. | their additional protection on their proposed endeavor. . .'..." 


aw 2 


tie TE (Coment: This cable was never sent. ‘it was authenticated 


er 


‘by es Eercert for 5: C. King, and Richard Bissell coordinated, on 


~-B = - 5 =. gt. Tt-was forvarded to the DDCI for release. General Cabell 


ee a handwritten buck-slip: "Return to: Chief, W.H. Div., 


- unacted upon.) 


a 
, 
PP 


aoa tegen 


g 
k May 1952 


PP egret toes 


~The Divector) ata ceeting of the Special Group, nana a 


new anti-Trujillo plot, saying that we never mew if one of these 


would work or aoee 


Ta EN TH 


“ 


5 May 1951 7 


Hennquextare cabled the staticn: 


"Regret delay but release fof the subaachine guns/ avaits 
ea level State Deparunent decision.” 


8 May 1961 ae be 


Headquarters cabled.the station:... 


"Btate Department has disapproved passing /submachine guns/. 


16 May 1961 


“Cable frei the atation: 


"For Achilles and Coerr from Peapoama: called 

~ on me might May 15. Stated he ezissary fran action group which. 
ov plans execute action against Trujillo night May 16. ay 
mission was urgently request: me:to furnish group with few machine gt atl 
guns which it understood US agetits bave in Don Reps seca “ 


/(Coment: There is an unsizned and alacst fotcuiee neni 


ol. Si: memorandim in the EMDEED files.. It is dated 17 May 1961 and concerns 


a neeting with 


The trensaittal dispatch maxes. 


it clear that the author was Isabel Cintren, -the:station's=: 


edninistrati ve assistant. Tais is-:our interpretatioa of what 


ies f Cintroa was 5 trying. to say Some tine. during. the . second. : 


week of say eimpy Berry asked to return the vce 


carbines Eerry had given for the plotters. at 


first refused out firally, agreed. — /eresumabdly Berry then passed _. 


By 
t 


them to Antonio de la Maza./ On 15 May, again saw Berry. 


said he had the carbines back in his possession, 


and his prom planaed to carry out the assassination the foilcving 


nteat: _ The group that: was to do the Job was noe the group. that 


Berry nad been working with on tehalf of the consulate. 


aveivea unt le was still 


vith Wimpy. After left, asked if-he. 


had given the Carbines back to said’ he vas 


certain not,.although.he and.the man who had the carbines and.vas.. - 


to do the job aia not know each other's identities. “While 


was talking with that pans ko ation Berry had last 


Shen t the jeapone [presumably Antonio de la vara] arrived 


asked him if he nad ‘returned the carbines: 


to Be replied that'’he had not that that, if she ‘wanted! 
confirmation, she could look in the trunz of his car where he - 


always carried then.) 


rie 
VLG 


vee There was discussion ata Sportal Group meeting.of planning with Me 


respect to the Dominican Repu folic. “Chester Bovles said he thought 
that an internal State Sinnndne bepen outlining an ambitious 
Parantlitary plan (and.2lleging Special :Grour approval) exceeded 
the Special Group's action. Mr. Parrott's notes supported that 


inpression. The following is an excerpt fram the minutes: 


"General Cabell noted that the internal dissidents were 
pressing fo. the release to them of certain snall arms now in 
U.S. nands.in the Dominican Republic. Ee inquired.wnether’ the 

feeling of the Group remained that those arms. should ust be 
passed. The members showed no inclinat: zon to take a contrary 
postrise at this time.” * 5 


Vay 1961 


The agenda of the Special Group meeting for this date proposed . 
discussion of "further guidance ‘to Dearborn re contacts with 
- dissidents.” The minutes of the sees hovever, make no mention 


a the subject: 


- oy Nay i961. 


The station. Sapless 


i aati taint from Dearborn: 'May 26 I had long talk with 
eo ee made’ no request for arms which 
indicates’ group has accepted fact it must do with what it has. 


# The small arms to: which General Cabell referred vere the submachine’. ’ 
guns, which vere poucked to the station but were never. eee to tae. 


‘dissidents. 
: rt oe iyaomar 
onch—Liss. si 
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2: 
His cnly staterent on this subject was that group bas aras but is 
sozewhat concerned whether enougn. > * 


oS Ne stetaduactica group planning overthrow Trujillo for: :: 
past 3 weeks and representing anti-communist pro-deno= ratic 
elerents cf waich ke member remains on drink final performance 
and detercined as gla Said ke could give me no cate because 
astion cepends whea Trujillo, follows awaited pattern which ; 
not known.in advance. - Group ‘has arrangement for teirg informed 
errr sete iy in advanze to get into assigned positioas once 
signal given. He asked if Uni ted States prepared assist pro- 
United States Dominicans quickly if they succeed overtarow 
args: 


"I replied . . - speed with wnich assistance could be ~ 
given woulda be increased considerably if we could have prior 7 7 
info on such subjects as tining, plans for action, personalities 
J... dimvolved.ase identity of. proposed junta... . . . He repliea ee Seg te 
participants were not prerured give tied: names until afterward Sieg Oe pre 
and could not give tice for reasons stated earlier. .... - 


"Re timing stressed event could happen any day and 
coulda in fact have happened 3 times in last 2 weeks: except that 
necessary juxtapositicn of forces did not materialize.” . 


. 29 May 1961 


..-.: Headquarters cabled the station: a ee 
oc "For Dearborn from State . .... . We must not yun risk 
me of U.S. association with political assassination, since U.S.. 
- as matter of general:policy cannot condone assassination. Thi 
eae -last-principal is overriding and must prevail in doubtful 
_- |. gituation. . . . . . You rust request and receive further hy Soe, a 
: specific instructicn for any. specific covert activity. At the : a re i 

Ereeenk time we are unable to transfer aras to dissidents. . .. .«. ada cae 


: (Comment : Both Deardorn and the chief of station sent 


* 


cables commenting on this guidance cable. Their cables were filed 
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in Ciudad rusillo.on 33 May but were not received in Washingtoa 
early morning hours of 31 May~--about efght hours 


assassination took place. Excerpts follow.) 


Cable. from the station: 


"State from Tearcorn .... . If attempt is made by U.S. 
friends assassinate Trujillo there will be accusations against 
us and best we can do.is see there is no proof. Greatest danger 
point i He was given small number arms by 
.Gissident agent to hold several days and has told several persons 
dissidents obtained these items from consulate. toid me - 
same and I have informed him this cannot. be true or I would know ~ 
and when he requested re supply arms bios him iui dissidents 
I told him this impossible. ... 


Cable: from chief of station: 


“Aseume /the 29 May policy cable from State to Dearborn/ is’ 
final word on present policy on which CIA work here sust be based. 
This for practical purposes -retreat from -previous policy. ; 
However Hqs aware extent to which U.S. Govermment already: 
associat?i with ascassination. If we are to at least try ‘cover 
up track:.' CIA personnel directly involved in assassination 
preparation must be withcrawn now. .... . If assassination 

‘i tried and not successful, immediate evacuation of the chief of - 
:: station, the operations offtcer; and the administrative 
assistant mandatory. . - . « - 


ype ene ene 2 on a ET eee on rae DE TIS te 7 spams etentanneaariarmnteet mee eae nnn cement 


220 LUC AD | 


EONS, TRI oath: QUIS 


be 


sensrets wai 


‘Washington tize: 


-EATNA SUPER HIGHAAY AT ABOUT 30 SCURS LOCAL TIME BL MAY. * 


_ [0200 Washington timeJ :, a 


31 May 2 2951 


Received in Hea2quarters Signal Center at 0341 hours, 


FLASH SECRET CRITIC CLA CIUDAD TRUJILLO TUMBER 1. APSR 2. 


SOURCE DISSIDENT IN. DIRECT TOUCH! 41TH ‘DISSIDZNT ACTLON GROUP (Cc). Vf 


SOURCE AT 2330 HOURS LOCAL TIME 30 MAY RECZIVED PREARRANGED SIGNAL 


Pierre s 


WHICH MEANT TRUJILLO SMOTIED. BY ASSASSENATICN SAME IICET, /AMORICAN- 


CONSULATE PERSONIEL ENCOUNTERED RCADBLOCKS CN CIUDAD TRUJILLO RIO. 


4 


INDIVIDUALS FORMDNG BLOCKS APPEARSD HASTILY ORGANIZED oS ONLY 
FEW OF WHOM ARM2D WITH FIREARMS OTHERS WIT AACHETES. NO ; cae 
CONFIRMATION TRUJILLO “ASSASSINATION AS OF O100 MAY 31. FILED 06002. 


(Comment: The e station's follow-up operational cable 
identified the source of Crit‘c No. 1 as Lorenzo (Wizp;y) Berry, 
who g gave the information in person to p Soneut General Dearborn 


--and- Chie? of Station Oven at the: consulate. At about 0100 hours, 


Domini can tice sf telephoned Dearborn "to ask 
erynticaily whether.ve -nad-the news." said he would add 
‘ details when he had. then.) otf Sates: has wea 


_Menoraadus. Or the. record Signed. by J. D. Esterline; in pert:~ 


re "The evening of-2 Sune f it vas decited to immediately : 
'. move out of the Dominican Repuvlic the Stztion Chief Cven, iti 
Case O7ficer Ccokson. It was elso piaeeied that Admiristrative 
ssistant Isabel Cintron should rot ares to Trujillo. Accord-, 
ingly, an operaticzal immediate cable vas sent to the station 
the afternoca of 2. June issuinz eppropriate instructions." 


iL 


Sc My, 
© 7 


9 June 1961 


Memorandum ‘or the record signed by J. C. King, subject: 


_"High-Level Meeting on Dominican Crisis"--in part: : ere Be thes 


+e 


-"The reeting was held at 1800 hours on 5 June 1961 in Room ° 
9514 of the Department of State. Among those present were Vice . 
President Lyndoa Johnson, Secretary: ‘McNamara, General Lemnitzer, ; j 
Under Secretary Bowles, Deputy Under Secre: tary” “Alexts’ ‘Johnson, . ge eH 
Mr. .Ed Murrow, Colef, USIA, Me. Arthur Schlesinger, Mr. Richard 


Goodwin, Mr. Be oor aens Mr. Wis Coerr,. Mr. Morales Carrion . = gh Fate BE 


"Vice President lyrdon Johnson referred-to another message ~~. ae 
-- -, from Consul.General Deartorn which was in an alarmist tone as to bo es 
| the possibility of implicating the United States in the delivery of eae i 
arms to the dissidents. ‘The Vice President then asked what. : 
. Was he timing and authority on ane J Gelitery. of ams." 


“ (Coment: The message to waich Vice President, Seinen 


referred is not in the. ‘EMDFED ‘operational Filese: He did: not poe 2 


Esterline, who appears to have ridden herd ¢ on post-assassination 


_ finda copy in.a search of Cable Secretariat archives. Jake : a 
t 
! 


planning, does 


not recail having heard of Vice President Johnson's 


400000 7 7. 


guery. Tree record. su 


a bad There is an unsizasd memorenta in the EASIER. tile 


dated 6 Juae 1951 (the day efter 


cas 


ne pratense State), ‘suoject: 


“wepactD: Views on Passage of of AYzs to Dominican Dt tssidents.” 
The menorandum sumarizes State Departren:- ~Consulate tnvolveneat 
in having weapons furnished to the dissidents. The routieg waa 
record, sheet attached to the =enorandim snows it vas originated 
by Jotin Poulter, WH3/DRZH, ard was furwaréed to C/ors/ia 
(Esterline). . ‘Esterline initia lea the routing and record. sheet 


and returned the memorandia to Poulter. Tais suggests to us... 


aay J.C. King, upon returning from the nesting at State, asked) 


ae > ie ““Bsterline to have a simary pulled tones ther. 


b 


J. C. King renembers the. meeting.at which the Vice. President 


20 eigen 
ied tn HSER 


asked about the delivery of aras. He does not now recall the 


i 


< 
! 
1 


"specific query. Re-reading his memorandum recon of the meeting 
leads him to believe that the Vice President's question was 
airectes to one of the State He ie ine ves. Ee feels aaah, 


if. it had been directea to ‘CIA, he would have made vention or 


_ that fact in-his record. or the meétixg. 


aay : - : : , ! 


A venoranéum for the record prepared by J.'C. King of a Waite Late 


House meeting on the Dominican crisis Ga'7 June 1961 makes no mention . i 


-* | * o£ U.S. involvement in passing weapons to the assassins. The meeting” 


was chaired by the President, and Vice President Jonnson was present. 


14-90000 


precedings quite detailed and elrost wholly documentar 
? e zy 


RESOUnh of U.S. Government involvement with persons plotting 


the: overthrow of Trajillo | ‘carries through th e actual assassination: 


aug 


Early in the report we explained. way the coup that was to follow 


the assassination never: took. place. Anpe®. eacer tial a of ‘the - 


story is the roll-up of the adeweatwatioat group and the dvecavecy 


of U.S. “Lavolvenent with them. ‘The ccnsulate cabled through CIA 


channels on 9 December 1961 tnat ine 7 December isme of the °°) 


Deninican newspaper La Nacion carried.a story 
© . based ca Huascar “Tejeda Pimentel's statement te aati 


to Judge of “Instruction that Wicpy (Lorenzo A. Berry) 
provided the caliber 30 M-1 Garasd autczatic carbines used 


to kill Trujillo." ; 
Wimpy's involvement with the plotters, including passing weapons © 


from the U.S. consulate to them, beceze known to the Dominican 
Miltary Intelligence. Service (SIM) as early as 3 June from-its. 
Anterrogations of the captured assassins. The folloving summary 


_is arava — the FaI's report of its interviews of acrid the. SIM 


officer 08 ‘neaded- the Lavestigation ‘of the assassination. 


. Immediately after the slaying, all ‘of the assassins asceabled 
. at the house: of General Juan Tomas Diaz. Dr. Rovert Reid Cabral 
_ was called to treat the most seriously wounded assassin. Dr. Beit 


was the cousin of. Dorald Reid Cabral, cne of the key poli tical plotters, 


- but appears not to have been in on the plot himself. Since Dr. Reid 
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£ 


in being called asa ne learns 


S$ of the ascassins,. 


Reet Diaz said be could not eLigd Dz. Reta to go oes : General 


mish re oe 


“Dias forced. Dr. Paid ¢ 


ini Pela's ious for ‘four a 


‘of the assassins (cereral Diaz, Antoaie ae la Maza, Salvador 


oe Estrella, ané@ Roberto Pestoriza). = 22 Otner assassins vent their 


a 


Separate ways. 


Within hours after entering Dr. Reid! 


S Rouse, General Diaz 


. and his three companicns tegan to panic. {it might be noted here 


‘that | the assassins were so sure that the coup would follow ane they 


would all be national heroes that they haa made absolu tely know 


plans for hiding or eecape.) Dela Maza called for Mrs. Reid and ae 


“e 


ordered Dr. Reid Gut of the room. De la Maza thereupon raped Mrs: 


Reid in the presence of his cezpanicas. Pastoriza and Est trella vere 


: i 


“highly incensed over the rape. Pastoriza left the house soon after 


a near-fight and @ drawn-weapons confrontation. Estrella left after. |e ts 


@ few hours. Diaz and de le 


Maza left later and were killed in a. 
_ Sunfight while resisting arrest. 


Both Pastoriza. and Estrella vere. 


captured, tortured, and confessed. Tae following are excerpts po 


‘ 
“the FBI's report of its ‘interviews with, Ortiz, the SIM investigator. ~ _ i. 
feet 28 : 1 
i 
1 
| 
i 


*. . . after Pastoriza left Generel Juan Tomas Diaz composed 
a telegran addressed to President Rogulo Petancourt of veuecuels, 
which said, ‘We who have Killed Trujillo urgently need sour nelp 


in order to flee the couatry. Sigied Generel Jvaa Tomas Diaz." be on Se 
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é 
4 
3 


ae 


Wits" 


"Reid refused to take the ielesran on 
grestely in 
Statea that oe thoug 


ate ace aoe Papers ata 
SSHing Ais TO Tanne this 


cacazte so waneneeky that he 


hold a revolver a 


then said that { $ gs 
al they wished but tha 
‘dirpy.' 


"Wimpy rst 


I ‘Aisa! 


SESE EVI Fe) 


Lae 2 ay t 
adimsy 4 


‘Wimpy! 
"Wimpy' 
WOKS i0r tne rat, tne State Deparment, or some other agency 

of the U.S. Coverment. : 


'Wimov' 


" . . . the source mentioned that curing the interrogation 
of the conspirators whe mentioned that United States orficials 
were involved, they were all asked to iden atify the United States 
officials, but nore of the conspirators were able to identify 
these officials by nate end mentioned o only that they were h 
functicuaries of the United States Tepartment of State. The 
only naze of any American official which was disclosed during 


Stace: 25 


ery 


} 
| 


ean ote Bese 


fate eeaew 
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ae 


e 


awrite 


oa 


i. See 
ieee 


RNIN area me ENS OS eget et aed REL Nie Hille col A gg Prin RATNER we tee 


MN 8 cee 


ee 


7 Faye ee 
he ‘ oN j 
oe ee ugh 


‘ : 
"(2 . . the source commented 
hemselves did not telieve 2+ this 


+ 
of State was in any way 


the piot. Whey thought 


involvement . . . was 


a 

3 £ NG te 

this plot, the plot would have seen much better organized and 
the coup would have succeeded. ) 


"4. . by the latter part .?° Oi 
a 


had pretty well established the ide: 
involved in tne plot, many of whem had hee 
interrogated. The only ones not accounted for sere Luis Aniama 
Tio and Antonio Invert Barreres. As previously related, General 
Juan Tomas Diaz, Antonio de la Maza, and Lieutenant Arado 

Garcia Guerrero were xilled shen resisting arrest. (At this 
point the source related that if General Diaz, Lieut. Carcia, 

de 12 Maza, Amiama, and Inctert had been capuured, and made to 
talk, it is certain that many many more prisoners would nave 
been taken.) 


"As far as the source is aware, the only individuals who 
were arrested as a result of the assassination of Trujillo, who 
were orought before the courts were Tavares and General Roman. 
As far as the source is aware, no other individusl arrested in 
ecnnection with this plot wes brouzht before eny Dominican 
court. 'Wimpy,! 


‘ i 7 noe es togpe Breage a eS res ee ee er ra) 
eo ae gs ty Gel ee ee 4 * a re oe, . 


at aa 


! 
t 
t 


71 


te Sen emer teeeer 
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Baa 


€ 


he apt® Vote ¥ nn - A Feed. a 
Winry” Berry, lis » and treir cnildren were allowed to 


leave the Dominicaa Repuolic. They went to Florica and subsequently 


WaS granted the plotters in 
December 1951, the Berrys returned co Santo Domingo and resumed 
Operating their evupersarket. they, especially Mrs. Berry, continued 


to involve themselves in political intrigues. They were Staunch, 


Supporters cr the conservative Antonio Inbert/wessin y Yessin faction 
and were involved in the actions teat led to the overthrows of the 
G0vernzents headed by Juan Bosch and later py Donald Reid Cabrel. 

To recap: 

a. Assistant Secretary of State Rubottom told J. C. King 

on 28 Jume 1960 that the U.S. Coverment was prepared to partici- 
pate in the overthrow of the Trujillo ee to the extent of 
providing a small amber of sniper rifles for the removal of 
key Trujillo people from the scene. Ceneral Cabell, as Acting 
DCI, on 1 July 1960 approved delivering 12 Springfield rifles to 
the Dasintcan dissidents by air drop or by sea. The rifles 
were never delivered. 

b. On 10 February 1961 the chie? of station cabled a 
suggestion that one small~size, nigh-fire-pover weapon be 


forwarded in each pouch. ‘This Suggesvion was not acted upon. 


“29 = 


te meters thee 


ee Sd 


sree eet eentennenmiprie pe erm 


Hy Las pace 


i 
i 
i 
iB 
| 
H 


14-00000 


rs Ota ing wean eT RTA tae Seen erett 


c. On 17 March 1951, re chie? OF, Svation cabled a request 
OF Cone: ul eeheral Tearbon for the _pouching of" three 38 caliber. 
Saith and dessox Specian pistols for ‘Gelivery to Ee key rembers. 
of the dissident group. Hesequartess was preparing to pouch 
the Pieters ‘but aprarently did not do so. .There is no indication 
in the EMDZED operaticral files that the pistols were actually 
pouched. The seaueSG for pis meee appears to have been overtaken 
by a subsque nt Fequest Tor sucnachine ase : 

d. On 26 Hare 1961 the st tation cabled a- request £ for 


emission to pass Three senlsaieosatic MeL carbines plus 


ermuntt tion to cane carbines and ammunition 


vere in the ‘consulate, tavins teen left by departed naval personnel. 


a= station requested that headquarters pouch magazines. Head~- Ae | state E 


. quarters approved passing the carbines and ammunition -and: ‘pouched"" os 
the magazines: The cable authorizing passing the carbines was e 


Reseceed by the ‘B0/2 (Btsse12). The station said at would, file 3 


off. the: ‘carbines! serial numbers. The station cabled ‘that. the 
carbines” were passed to "Wimpy" Berry by the station‘ s | female 


administrative assistant on 7 April 1961. ; Berry, at the request , 


of the aa casei Gave tke cardines to lee 


“27! temporary safekeeping. Berry later recovered the carbines from 


and gave them to Antonio de Ja Maza, who reportedly kept 
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iat. 


them in the trunk of his autozobile. It is protable that at least 


one of the caroires wes taken to the scene cf the assassination 


aN aired SEE 
: 
4 


by de ln Maza, but we have no evidence that itiwas actually used ~ 


ila ertet 


in the shooting. Ortiz, the STM investigator, told the FBI ‘that 


soe 


the assassins who were apprehended and interregated spoke only 
of the firing of a sawed-off shotgun, revolvers, and pistols. 
-e. While at headquarters for consultations in early April 
1041, Chie? of Station Robert Ga evidently prevailed upon : 
headquarters, to pouch four M-3 submachine guns and ammmition 
io ‘to the station. ‘The siemens guns were pouched and arrived = 


at the station on 19 April 1961. Headquarters cabled the station” 


on 17 April that the submachine guns were not to be passed to 


the dissidents without additional headquarters approval. Despite 


BveNia isla! / 


: 
£ 
& 


oy 


: repeated pleas from the Chief of Station and from the Consul 


het 


eo 


General, Washington continued to refuse authorization to pass 


them, We think it is safe to conclude that the. submachine guns 


were never passed to the dissidents. 


mae os final, and rather sorry, footnote: We do not Imow the 


motivations of: men-such as: 


Amiama Tio, and Antonio Imbert. The SIM interrogations of the plotters 


it captured revealed that they were not greatly motivated by a desire 


Mass 


Gn a a etre UPR Oe eC ean arpa i aaa 
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to live in a free and democratic republic. io: ? them were seeking 


vengeance or personal g2in. Ceneral Pomaa,. ucas to have taken over. 


and form aa inter government, adzitied ‘that ke had-had no intention ™ 


of permitting Pree elections. He nad plaszed to establish himself - 
as the new Dominican. "ctromman” replacing Trujillo. “Ceneral Juan 
Tomas Diaz was bitter over haying teea pudlicly disgraced by Trujillo 


and then cashiered from the arsy. Antonio de la Maza also had a 


‘personal grudge. His bre .ser, o, rad been killed by tre 


Trujillos to conceal his and their participation in the slaying 
of Gerald Murphy in the Galindez case. Most of the others also 


had personal reasons for wishing Trujillo dead. 


